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The claim is made, however, that in all examinations conducted
for the purpose of selection, such as those devised for selecting
grammar-school pupils, an intelligence test should supplement
the usual kind of examination.
The nature of This claim suggests a few reflections upon what
intelligence it is that the intelligence tests do really test or
measure. Many definitions of intelligence have
been offered, but it cannot be said that close agreement has yet
been reached. We all know that some people are by nature
dull and stupid, and others bright and clever, and we may
express the fact by saying that the latter are more intelligent
than the former; and from the many discussions of what is
meant by intelligence we may perhaps conclude that it means,
among other things, ability to adapt oneself to novel situations,
ability to perceive relations, and ability to learn. It is further
maintained by some psychologists, apparently an increasing
number, that there are two factors involved in intelligence, a
general factor, which is labelled "g" and a specific factor, which
is labelled " s." The general factor, which we all possess, is that
which the intelligence tests aim at measuring. It is said to be
fairly constant for the same individual, but it varies greatly
from one individual to another. The specific factor represents
the specific ability peculiar to any particular task, such as
linguistic or musical or mathematical ability, and these specific
abilities, as is well known, may be very different in the same
individual. An individual's score on any one intelligence test is
due to these two factors, his general ability, and his special
ability for that sort of test. It appears to follow that a variety
of tests must be applied to an individual in order to arrive
at a trustworthy estimate of his general intelligence. We may
add that there is not universal agreement as to the existence
of the common factor "g." Some hold, for example, that one's
stock of intelligence is made up of a large number of specific
abilities, which may or may not be highly correlated. The